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seminole Nation Signs Memorandums 0f Understanding
[(MOU] With The Department 0f Veteran’s Affairs

Joe Clay
Staft Writer
clay.j@sno-nsn.gov

The Seminole Na-
tion signed a Memoran-
dums of Understanding
with the Department
of Veteran Affairs on
February 5, 2016 at the
Reynolds Wellness
Center in Seminole. The
Native American Direct
Loan Program provides
direct home loans from
VA to eligible Native
American Veterans to
finance the purchase
construction, or im-
provement of homes
on Federal Trust Land,
or to refinance a prior
NADL to reduce inter-
est rates on existing VA
Native American direct
loans.

The MOU went into
effect immediately after
Principal Chief Leon-
ard M. Harjo signed the
MOU.

The VA Guaranty
program has about 100
specific  MOUs with

tribal nations. The goal
for the NADL is to have
an MOU with every sin-
gle federal recognized
tribe.

In attendance for the
signing were VA Re-
gional Assistant Loan
Production Officer, Lara
Rodriguez, VA Office of
Tribal Government Re-
lations Specialist, Mary
Culley, and VA Director
of Loan Guaranty Ser-
vice, Mike Frueh.

The interest rate
with the NADL is cur-
rently at 3.75 percent
but interest rates are
subject to change with
market fluctuations.
Other benefits include
no down payment, no
private mortgage in-
surance, limited clos-
ing cost, borrow up to
$417,000 limit in most
areas, low fixed-rate
30-year mortgage with
limited closing cost and
reusable benefit.

The MOU has been
in development since
2014.

1
Standing from left: Laura Rodriguez, VA Regional Assistant Loan Production Officer; Seminole Nation
Assistant Chief Lewis J. Johnson; Mary Culley, VA Office of Tribal Government Relations Specialist.
Seated from left are Mike Frueh, VA Director of Loan Guaranty Service, and Seminole Nation Chief
Leonard M. Harjo.
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'The Cokv Tvlvme is published monthly by the Sem-
inole Nation Communications Department and is the
official publication of the Seminole Nation of Oklaho-
ma. Its purpose is to meet any possible need of the tribe
and its citizens through the dissemination of informa-
tion.

Reprint permissions are granted with credit to the
Cokv Tvlvme, unless other copyrights are shown.

Editorial statements appearing in the Cokv Tvlvme,
guest columns and letters from readers reflect the opin-
ion of the individual writer and not those of the Cokv
Tovlvme, its advisors, or the tribal administration.

Editorials and letters must be signed by the individual
writers and include a traceable address or phone num-
ber to be considered for publication. The Cokv Tvlvme
reserves the right to edit all submissions for space, style
and grammar. Receipt of submissions does not obligate
the Cokv Tvlvme in any regard.

Please notify the Cokv Tvlvme management of any
error or unfair treatment, so that proper adjustment or
correction can be made.

Editorial and publication offices are located in down-
town Seminole at 215 E. Evans St. Telephone: (405)
382-1010. Fax: (405) 257-7209. Email: media@sno-
nsn.gov

'The Cokv Tvlvme is the legal publication of the Semi-
nole Nation of Oklahoma. As such, it is the publication
legally qualified to publish official and/or legal notice as
required by law.

To subscribe to the Cokv Tvlvme call (405) 382-
1010 or visit our offices at the 215 E. Evans St. in
Seminole. Subscription forms can also be down-
loaded Online at www.sno-nsn.gov.

Submission deadline is the third
Friday of each month.
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sSeminole Nation Employee Activity Team February 2016

Newsletter

Denise Johnson
Staff Writer
Jjohnson.d@sno-nsn.gov

The team sold tick-
ets for a Valentine Get-
away at the Skirvin Ho-
tel in Oklahoma City
which included a $50.00
gift card and breakfast.

The drawing was
held on Wednesday
February 10, 2016 and
Ericka Pinion of the
Executive Office drew
the winning ticket. The
winner of the Valen-
tine Getaway was Sha-
ron Johnson, ASAP.
We would like to say

“Thank You” to all the
employees who partici-
pated in the fund raiser.

On Friday February
12, 2016 The SNEAT
held a Valentine Em-
ployee Come and Go
Appreciation Reception
for the Seminole Nation
Employees. The event
was a huge success and
everyone enjoyed all
the food and snacks that
were available. Again
we say “Thank You” to
all the employees who
participated by bring-
ing a dish of something
yummy and stopping
by.

Love, Mom!

Happy Valentines Day!

Daddy-Daughter Sweetheart

Julie Gear
Staff Writer
gearjulie@sno-nsn.gov

The second annual
Daddy-Daughter Sweet-
heart dance took place
at the Grisso Mansion
on the sunny afternoon
of Saturday, February
6th. Vehicles filled the
Grisso Mansion park-
ing, and lined the street
in front of the facility,
which was full to burst-
ing. Though the event
was held in two separate
sessions, the early-af-
ternoon session was
packed, full of danc-
ing father and daughter
pairs. Judy Jones and
the rest of the Grisso
Mansion staff provided
sweets and drinks alike
with the price of admis-

sion, a wide array of
confections in pink and
red, in celebration of the
upcoming holiday.

The attendees them-
selves ranged from tod-
dlers to pre-teens, but
all looked to be enjoy-
ing themselves as they
danced to the tunes spun
by some of the staff.
There was even a photo
arch where pairs could
pose for a picture if they
so desired, and many
did so. The vibrant red
and pink balloons on
each table were offset
by the white table lin-
ens and string lights on
the ceilings. Fathers and
daughters ate, drank,
and danced the after-
noon away in a lively
show of merriment.

Executive Secretary Sharon Johnson, ASAP,
Ericka Pinion and Winner of the Valentine
SNEAT Vice Chair Getaway!

Sonya Lunceford.

QAP
King & Queen

»

Luke Scott & Paula Kiker

y o
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CHR Fun Run/
Walk

Joe Clay
Staff Writer
clay.j@sno-nsn.gov

The Seminole Na-
tion Community Health
Representatives  pro-
gram, hosted a 1 mile
Fun Walk on Saturday
February 13, 2016 for
Healthy Heart Aware-
ness Month at the Me-
kusukey Mission.

The starting point
was at the Cvfekne
Wellness Center. There
were 48 participants that
were in the Fun Walk.

After the event Sem-

talked about the impor-
tance of daily activity.
All the participants
received Health Aware-
ness items. For more
information about CHR
up coming events call
405-234-5273.

Seminole Nation
Diabetes Pro-
gram

James Fife, B.S., B.A.,
CI-CPT
Seminole Nation of
Oklahoma

Diabetes Program -
Exercise Specialist
Office: (405) 234-

5247
Work Cell: (405) 683-

Joe Clay
Staff Writer
clay.j@sno-nsn.gov

The Seminole Na-
tion Housing Author-
ity hosted a luncheon
for the Wewoka Tigers
Boys High School bas-
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they left to play the first
game in the Oklaho-
ma Secondary School
Activities Association
State Basketball tour-
nament. The Tigers won
the State title by defeat-
ing the Preston Pirates

inole Nation Exercise 0844
Specialist, James Fife fife.j@sno-nsn.gov

ketball ~ team, cheer- 71763 fr hack-to-back
leaders and coaches on Oklahoma 2A Titles.

March 10, 2016 before

Diabetes

Support Group

The Seminole Nation Diabetes Program would like to invite you to the

upcoming Spring Diabetes Support Group. Refreshments will be provided.
Door prizes will be given. You may bring 1 support person with you. We
hope to see you there!

Where: North Community Center, located at the Mekusukey Mission
When: Tuesday, April 12, 2016
Time: 1:30 pm -3:00 pm

For additional information or to RSVP please contact Robyn Hutchins,
Program Nurse at (405)-234-5276 or at hutchins.r@sno-nsn.gov

THE SEMINOLE NATION DIABETES
PROGRAM PRESENTS

Community
Health Fair

O
OiAl UPCOMING CLASS

OKLAHOMA HEALTHY AGING INITIATIVE

DIABETES

EMPOWERMENT
EDUCATION PROGRAM
OAP Building in Wewoka
Diabetes Empowerment Education Program, or DEEP,
U.S.270

teaches us the skills to better understand our diabetes.

Wewoka, OK 74884 Each session will take you through activities and training

12:30 p.m. Tuesdays that provide you with the tools to manage your blood
d m sugar! Learn how eating, exercise, stress management
May 3" —June 7

and medication management help you prevent or delay
the complications that stem from uncontrolled blood

sugar. You can learn to live well with diabetes!

WHAT TO BRING

You are welcome to bring something to take
notes with. We will provide the session
handouts that help to reinforce the

information we cover in each class.

HOW TO SIGN UP
To register, call Maricela
at 405-271-6424, or email her at

Central OHAI@ouhsc.edu. WHO THIS IS FOR

You need to be registered in order to attend. This class is designed for individuals who have diabetes

and caregivers of a person who has diabetes

Central OHAI WALK AWAY WITH TOOLS FOR:
Center of Healthy Aging » Understanding Diabetes
1122 NE 1

S, S TEf2 Building a Healthy Plate
0K 73117

Health Screenings
(including pulse, blood
pressure and blood
glucose checks)
Educational Materials

Various Vendors

For more information
please contact Sabrina
Pike at (405)-234-5274
or pike.s@sno-nsn.gov

MVTO!N

CentralOHAI@ouhsc.edu

OHAl.org

The Oklahoma Healthy Aging Initiative (OHAI) is a
program of the Donald W. Reynolds Department of
Geriatric Medicine at The University of Oklahoma and
is supported by the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation.

* Exercise

* Stress Management

* Understanding Blood Sugar

e Preventing or Delaying the Onset of Diabetes
Complications

k-1 Lifelong Health
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Jennifer Johnson
Staff Writer
Jjohnson.jenn(@sno-nsn.gov

Our Language staff
at Pumvhakv School
has been busy translat-
ing historical texts that
we have found during
our research on the lan-
guage. This particular
passage is taken from a
collection that Joanna
Palmer-Morris had do-
nated to the Oklahoma

Historical Society. It is
describing the boundar-
ies of our, the Seminole
Nation of Oklahoma,
jurisdiction. Below is a
copy of the original text
along with the transla-
tion by Linda Bear and
transcription by Mela-

nie Frye.
It is remarkable that
this document, writ-

ten in the early part of
the 20th century, cap-
tured the laws that were
passed that governed
our people. It also
captured the fluidity
of Maskoke literacy at

Etenfvccetv I.T. R. 1

the turn of that century.
There are many more
documents at the Okla-
homa Historical Society
that are in need of trans-
lation and transcription.
These documents give
us a view of our society
during historical time
periods and how our an-
cestors interacted with
each other.

We wanted to share
this important piece of
Seminole history with
you all and hope that
you find it as fascinating
as we do!

Mark Andrew Ruedy, Ocese Band member, graduated from the University
of Oklahoma in December, 2015 with a degree in International Studies and a
degree in Journalism with an emphasis on Professional Writing. He was on
the Dean’s Honor Roll. He is the son of Steven Ruedy and Andrea Walker
Ruedy, grandson of Andrew Walker and Rachel Chupco Walker. His Study
Abroad was in St. Petersburg, Russia. He was a member of the Russian Club
and a member of Beta Theta Pi. He is currently working for the Oklahoma
State Senate in Oklahoma City.

:‘:} s

Agreement Indian Territory Resolution 1

Este-Semvnolvlke Etvlwv-vlke toyéyat, punnvkvftetv etehoyanen heyv
vhakv yekcetv enhecket akvwapket os.

We the Seminoles of Seminole Nation, we had a meeting and passed this law
and will uphold it.

1. Mowat ohrolope 1856 omof, tvlwv-hvtke em ofv Wvcenvke enrakrakv
Este-Semvnolvlke emetvn fvcceécetv etenhayvte ohrolope 1866.
Within the year of 1856, the states within the United States government,
gave an agreement to the Seminole people in the year of 1866.

Em ofvn hvtvm etenfvccetv erohmocvsén Este-cate em ekvnv ofvn Es-
te-Maskoke em ekvn-tvckv enhvsaklatkv fvecev Kvnete Oktah-hvcce,
em etenrvwv ékvnv pum héckvte likat espumen fvyatkat omvres.
Within this time an agreement to assume the Indian lands within the
Myvskoke lands west of Canadian Sand River, between the land that was
given to us will be our boundary.

2. Momen pum ékvn-satkv a-em ofvn vtekusén pum vhakv yekcetv ocet
omen esetefastéyet omvres.
And this law will only apply to the our acreage we will receive and uphold
it.

3. Mohmen roh-vtvlakat ohrolope 1856 em ofvn etenfvccetv hakvte ocat,
a-em ofvn vtekusén heyv vhakvt esetefasteéyet omvres.
Within the year of 1856 when the agreement was made, we will consider
the law effective from that time on and uphold it.

4. Mvn orof Este-Semvnolvlke Tvlwv-vlke ennvkvftetv etehoyanen
vhakv yekcetv enheckvte vtekusen espumen fvyatkat omvreés.
When it becomes (that time) the Seminoles of the Seminole Nation will
have a meeting and only pass this law and uphold it.

5. Mvn orof Este naket o estomis vhakv vcak-ayusen em vfastet enfvcce
hoccvte vtekat ‘svnvcomen em opunvyeckv ehomyv lickv taye omvreés.
When it becomes (that time) the people regardless will abide by the law,
and uphold as it is written and will never discuss the resolution once it’s
in place.

Passed 1-28-1903

Hvlpvtv Méekko
Alligator Chief

Thomas Little

Translation by Linda Sulphur Bear
Transcribed by Melanie Frye
Original Document is housed at the Oklahoma Historical Society

PumvhakvSchool .. w0
R Sa
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A
Tasahcé (Spring)
by
Linda Bear and Melanie Frye
WVocabulary
sun - hvse flower - pakpvkuce bird - fuswwv
nest - poknvkv grass - pvhe rain - oské
Mother: Let’s go fora  owen hécis. etskat vm onvyvs.

walk.
Ecke: Yvkvphoyvkets.

Child: Ok, I like to
walk.

Eccuswv: Enka, Yvkv-
petvn cvyacet os.

Mother: What season
1s it?

Ecke: Oketv ostat es-
towet owa?

Child: It is Spring.
Eccuswyv: Tasahcéet
owes.

Mother: Tell me what
you see.

Ecke: Naken hecetskat
VM ONvyvs.

Child: I see the sun
shining bright in the
sky.

Eccuswv: Mv hvset
sutv ofvn hvyayvket

Mother: What else?
Ecke: Nake-etvn?

Child: I see a beautiful
flower.

Eccuswv: Pakpvkuce
hérusén hécis.

Child: I see a bird
flying.

Eccuswv: Fuswv tvm-
ken hécis.

Mother: Where is it
going?

Ecke: Estvmimvn ayet
owa?

Child: It flew to its nest
in the tree.

Eccuswv: Em poknvkv
eto ofvn vtvmket owes.

Mother: Tell me what
you smell.
Ecke: Naken vwenay-

Child: I smell freshly
cut grass.

Eccuswv: Pvhe hvte
warkat vwenayis.

Child: I also smell rain.
Eccuswv: Oské mvo
vwenayis.

Mother: What does
that means?

Ecke: Mv naken oket
owa?

Child: It is going to
rain.
Eccuswv: Oskvhanes.

Mother: Are you ready
to go home?

Ecke: Cuko vyetvn
centaképa?

Child: Yes, I am ready.
Eccuswv: Ehe, Vn-
takes.

Blankets/Materials
e Tohahvwyv
Box
* Oh-vtakkayvke
Horse hitch

— e e

Heyvt nake yvmahakusé vnvhosekat heyvt omaket os.
These similar things are given so that they won’t be deprived.

Momen oh-onvkv esséhoken oh-onvkvn v enwihokvtét os.

As we stand in agreement with this report that I was elected to do.
Momen mome oh-onvkv em enwihokat ahuekakvté nettv lihocan tehaket

pohakvtet os.

Jennifer Johnson
Staff Wrtier
Jjohnson.jenn(@sno-nsn.gov

1 believe this text
was taken from the

same journal of Thomas
Little, and because we
only have one page of'it,
our staff was only able
to translate/transcribe
a part of this text. It is
from a meeting of some
sort. We think it may
be from a band meeting
or a council meeting.

It seems that the items
given out were rations
of some sort, so we
wonder if this was giv-
en to each family or if
it was what belonged to
the band? It’s an inter-
esting snapshot of life
in 1894. Enjoy!

Nanvke oketv ofv Hotvle-hvse nettv 3, 1894
Report of business February 3, 1894

Omat satat em onvkucakat vfasteyet os naken vkvsvmmkv hayeyat os.
At this time we are taking care of business that we agreed on.
Semvnole tvlwv alike em mékkot momet owen os komate vcak-ayen esetv
étv em vnakuecakv vfvsteyéet os.
The chief and Seminole Nation agreed to what needed to be given accordingly,
so we are going to follow through and take care of business.

e  Wakyv rakkat
Adult cow

¢ Sokhv hoktvlvke
Sows

e Sokhv mvnettakat
Young pigs

e  Vccety
Quilt

e  Telomhv

1

= = = N U DN N

We had heard that there was a day to be set, it has been called upon me to read
the report on this day.
Mvt vkonahekat os maket os, Rvfo rakko maket os Hotvle-hvse nettv 3,
1894 omof.
It has come to this time, in the winter of February 3, 1894.
Lisat (eslikat) okat eshvlatv okat oh-onayet okat e-vnakuset vcoh ma-
hat wikakot os, komayvtet o estomis cvcvfeknét omat okis.
The article’s limitations as it’s read, it is not my decision, as [ hoped I have
been well to do so.
Muca tawvn cem momvhanekot os komet wikit omis, mahoke-mahe omat.
This time I thought that I might not be able to, and might want to quit, because
it was told it would happen.
Momet okat nake cvnake wakucvlkuce ociyat, vculaten nake ofvt om-
vhanes komit makit omis maketv vin onahoyat.
As it reads, my things like the calves that I have, if they mature as planned is
what I hope will happen as I was told.
Okhoyemvté momen mv oh-onayiyat hofonén orat maket, oh-onahyet
hvyowat ohkerkuecet maket os.
They had told us about this before and it has been a long time coming, I am
reading this and reporting it to you all.
Momen heyv ofv likat hayakvtén (ohhvyayicvten) hayat vhaketvn ‘se-
makhoyen heciymvt os
And this day I have explained how they will give out the goods as I have seen
before.
Makit os.
I have told you all.

Translation by Linda Sulphur Bear
Transcribed by Melanie Frye
Original Document is housed at the Oklahoma Historical Society



Cokv Tvivme | February & March 2016 | 5

announcements

March 1 Connie Buck March 21 Hettie Lindsey
March 2 Eliza Anne Bear March 21 Lakaya Lena
fﬂ ll r “ a_r v a n [I M a r c II March 2 Eastman Factor March 21 Lisa Landers
arc ucas Loker arc anita Holata-Harjo
Birthdays March 3 Lucas Cok March 21 Danita Holata-Harj
February 5 Jana Larney March 4 Billy Factor March 22 Kimberly Harjo
February 9 Reo Miller March 4 Shirley Walker March 22 Jaymie McKane
February 9 Josephine Hulsey March 4 Jennifer Johnson March 22 Jaynie Tiger
February 10 Mitch Jack March 4 Michael E. Walker March 23 Russell Fulbright
February 10 Adam Harjo March 4 Samuel Ray March 25 Jaelee Lena
February 10 Chris Mack March 4 Chance Wallace March 26 Sharon Johnson
February 11 Xander March 4 Rayna Harjo March 26 Jerilyn Fixico
February 11 Alexis Garrett March 5 Mark Wallace March 27 Tashina Narcomey
February 12 Richard McCulley March 5 Donell Estes March 28 Charles Gibson
February 13 Cynthia M. Billie March 6 Margie Stalnaker March 29 Amanda Lawhorn
February 15 Vicki Gibson March 6 Tracy Rogers March 31 Aden Cully
February 15 Marly Kalinich March 7 Carrie Isaacs March 31 James MclIntosh
February 16 Markell Lena March 9 Josephine Tellez .
February 17 Elizabeth Bible March 10 Wendall Reschke
February 17 Norman Hill March 10 Ella Mack‘ ‘
February 18 Bobby J. Spencer March 10 Martha Flippin
February 19 Laura Henneha March 12 Minden Kionute
February 19 Donnie Earp March 12 Cynda A. Camp
February 19 Brooklyn D. Stone March 12 Shannon Johnson
February 19 Melissa Napoleon March 12 Cindy Scott . |
February 19 Nanelle Micco March 13 Brian Palm?r Happy Birthday to our beautiful daughter, Corrie Michele
February 20 Jason Little March 13 Judy Mendiola Jefferson. Love, Mom and Dad.
February 20 Bryson Lena March 13 Colt Patterson
February 21 Noah Chitto Fish March 13 Jama Stanley
February 21 Kim Smith March 14 Chandler Walker
February 21 Tina Washington March 15 Elizabeth Haney
February 22 Martha Mathews March 15 Heszekiah Williams
February 22 Spring Houghton March 16 Lottie Coody
February 23 Olie Gunville March 16 Cederic Allen Scott
February 23 Angela Whisnant March 16 Charles Trevho
February 24 Ren Carbitcher March 17 Zanul Camp | Happy 3d Birt Ram.
February 24 Mary Ann Logglns ﬁarc}}: i; K/I'a‘uiaDW? lke(l_;] Happy 2nd Birthday, Curtis ~ rod Ambrose McGi;t. Love,
February 26 Amberly Hill arc 1ck Dylan Lreen Lee Johnson. Love, Mom, Mom, Dad, Grandma, &
February 27 Erica Williams March 20 Alice C. Walters Dad, Grandma, & Grandpa.  Grandpa.

INTERTRIBAL LANGUAGE SUMMIT

THE Five TRIBES

O°BPT ®XQE TJé 0SSY USYHILRAT
NORTHEASTERN STATE UNIVERSITY

LPT, HSWEH

TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA

®QWh KSSb/ DJd” hSSbN
APRIL 13TH & 14TH

DAY REGISTRATION IS FREE

EveNING BANQUET APRIL 13TH

Tickets - $16.95

EVENING BANQUET INCLUDES BBQ BUFFET DINNER, CHEROKEE YOUTH
CHOIR PERFORMANCE, AND CHEROKEE LANGUAGE DEBATE.

CONTACTS:

each other climb to the
top of the mountain

THE MVHAYVLKE SVMOMMVKE-MAHAT TEACHER
EDUCATION PROGRAM

4 WEEK BEGINNER SUMMER
INTENSIVE LANGUAGE PROGRAM

Are you over the age of 16? Want to learn the Maskoke (Creek / Seminole) Language?
Want to be a part of a team of young language learners? Want to become a teacher?
Then the 4 Week Beginner Summer Intensive Language Program is the place for you!
Join our Beginner Program and our language mentorship team to discover the joys of
learning the Maskoke language in a supportive, learner-focused, immersion-based,

language-mentorship setting.
_=--—-—----- -

July 5-July 29, 2016 (8:30-2:30 M-F)
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma Pumvhakv School

The Mvhayvike Symommvké-Mahat Teacher Education Program is a bachelors degree
program offered through Bacone College's Center for Tribal Languages.
*Reviews and feedback from the Summer Intensive Program are always exceptional.
*Participants leave the Summer Intensive Program feeling more confident in their
speaking, comprehension and knowledge of learning techniques.

*Program is limited to 12 participants. *No charge to participate. *Competitive stipend
award available through the Seminole Nation Language Program. *Required for
admission into the Center for Tribal Languages degree program.

Registration ends May, 20 2016. To apply, email: johnson.jenn@sno-nsn.gov call: 405-220-2971

Edna Jones
edna-jones@cherokee.org
(918) 453-5151

Jennifer Johnson
johnson.jenn@sno-nsn.gov
(405) 220-2971

FILED

ossinale i FILED
eiibale Wailon Distriot Caurt In the
FILED Seminole Nation Distriot Court
In the
IN THE DISTRICT COURT FEB 02 2016 Seminale Nation District Gourt IN THE DISTRICT COURT
IN THE DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SEMINOLE NATION 03 2016
FOR THE SEMINOLE NATION M%’“ e TOR THEISEMINOTE NATION FEB
DEr UT MAR 01 2016 LINDAGEEHART. COURT CLERK

IN THE MATTER OF: ) LN/STRYART, courT auer IN THE MATTER OF: ) i

) IN THE MATTER OF: ) % ToEr Ty )
CHAIA ARREDONDO, and ) Case No: CIV-2016-09 ) LEXI GENE BIRD, ) CaseNo: CIV-2016-11
KEENU ARREDONDO, ) DOROTHEA KAY BEMO, ) CaseNo: CIV-2016-17 By and Through Her Next Friend, )
By and Through Their Next Friend, ) To Change Her Name. ) ASHLEY DAWN DEERE, )
REANNA LINDSEY, ) To Change Her Name. )
To Change Their Names. )

NOTICE OF FILING PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME NOTICE OF FILING PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

NOTICE OF FILING PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Take notice that Lexi Gene Bird, By and Through Her Next Friend, Ashley Dawn Deere,

Take notice that Dorothea Kay Bemo has filed a Petition for Change of Name in this
has filed a Petition for Change of Name in this Court to change her name from Lexi Gene Bird to

Take notice that Chaia Arredondo and Keenu Arredondo, By and Through Their Next
Court to change her name from Dorothea Kay Bemo to that of Derothea Kay Billy.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a hearing has been set on the 18th day of April,

Friend, Reanna Lindsey, have filed a Petition for Change of Name in this Court to change their that of Lexi Gene Deere.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a hearing has been set on the 4th day of April,
2016 at 1:30 p.m. before Judge Phil Lujan at the District Court for the Seminole Nation, located

names from Chaia Arredondo to that of Chaia Lindsey and from Keenu Arredondo to that of
Keenu Lindsey.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a hearing has been set on the 4th day of April,
2016 at 1:30 p.m. before Judge Phil Lujan at the District Court for the Seminole Nation, located

2016 at 1:00 p.m. before Judge Phil Lujan at the District Court for the Seminole Nation, located
at the Mekusukey Mission, Seminole, Oklahoma. Any person may file a written protest in this at the Mekusukey Mission, Seminole, Oklahoma. Any person may file a written protest in this
case prior to the date set for the hearing.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court this |27 _day of _J1urdb 2016,

Linda Stewart, lerk
By: Deputy

case prior to the date set for the hearing.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court this 3 nd day of Q;gm ALAN 1‘7‘: , 2016.

Linda Stewart, Court Clerl

at the Mekusukey Mission, Seminole, Oklahoma. Any person may file a written protest in this

case prior to the date set for the hearing.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court this ZM day of l i k] Mﬂ Vg; , 2016.
.v;”

Do
Linda Stgiatt (yun Clerk U
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legislation

Oklahoma
an Legal Services is

Indi-

pleased to announce
that Dan Knudsen, a
University of Montana
Law School graduate,
has joined OILS’s legal
services team. Dan is
sponsored by an Amer-
ican Bar Association,
Christine A. Brunswick
Public Service Fellow-
ship award. He is a
member of the Flathead
Tribe from Montana and
is pursuing an LLM in
Taxation at Georgetown
Law School.

As part of his fel-
lowship  project he
will be coordinating a
monthly column titled
“Ask an Indian Law-
yer”. Oklahoma Indi-
an Legal Services has
many years of experi-
ence in working on legal
issues which affect in-
dividual Indian people,
such as the American
Indian Probate Reform
Act, laws pertaining the
allotments of the Five
Civilized Tribes, Indian
trust and restricted land
probates, tribal court
jurisdiction, the Indian
Child Welfare Act, fed-
eral tax law and Indian
Wills and Estate plan-
ning.

We will answer
general questions from
tribal members. In ad-
dition to Indian law
questions we can an-
swer questions such as
what is the difference
between trust, restricted
and fee land, difference
between joint tenancy
and tenancy in common
in a deed, who needs a
will, living wills, pow-
ers of attorney, criminal
expungement and many
other issues that people
may have.

If you have a general
question you would like
to have answered please
email it to oils@oilson-
line.org. Please provide
us with your name and
your tribal affiliation.
This information will
remain confidential.

Tax Issues In Divorce
and Domestic Violence
Cases

[NOTE: Leaving
an abusive relationship
is one of the most dan-
gerous times in the re-
lationship. Safety plan-
ning is essential and
there are tribal domestic
violence programs that
can assist in developing
a safety plan.]

Domestic  violence
is everywhere, and af-
fects people regardless

of age, gender, eco-
nomic status, race, re-
ligion, or education.

Domestic violence vic-

tims come from a wide
variety of backgrounds
and circumstances. But
Native Americans ex-
perience domestic Vvi-
olence at rates which
exceed the rates expe-
rienced by non-Natives
The U.S. Department
of Justice reports that
Native American wom-
en are more likely to
experience sexual as-
sault crimes with one in
three Indian women re-
ports having been raped
during her lifetime.

While there are
many programs de-
signed to help make
Indian Country a safer
place through law en-
forcement training and
court intervention, there
are few programs that
address the financial
hardship faced when
leaving a relationship.
It often goes overlooked
that the Internal Rev-
enue Service has been
implementing  change
in order to remove chal-
lenges faced by domes-
tic violence victims, in-
cluding those living in
Indian Country.

In recent years, the
IRS looked directly at
cases of domestic vi-
olence and abuse. In
doing so, it formulated
new definitions of du-
ress and abuse for use in
the tax system. Duress
occurs when a taxpayer
is “unable to resist” and
“would not have signed
otherwise.” In Notice
2012-8, the IRS defined
as “physical, psycho-
logical, sexual, or emo-
tional abuse, including
efforts to control, iso-
late, humiliate and in-
timidate the requesting
spouse’s ability to rea-
son independently and
be able to do what is
required under the tax
laws.”

Let’s look at just a
couple of the tools the
IRS has made avail-
able to help victims of
domestic violence by
taking direct aim at the
abuse and the financial
control abusers exert
over their victims. In
doing so, just be aware
that every form and ac-
tion at the IRS seems to
have a number associat-
ed with it, so I apologize
in advance.

The first tool for
victims of domestic vi-
olence is Form 8857
Request for Innocent
Spouse Relief. Federal
law requires that when
two people file a joint
return, as is the case
with many victims of
domestic violence, they
are both responsible for
the tax bill, or liability,

jointly and severably.
Jointly and severable is
just a scary legal term
used by lawyers and
judges at cocktail parties
which means that both
taxpayers are respon-
sible for the bill equal-
ly. So, for example, if
a victim and his or her
abuser file a joint return
and owe $100, they are
deemed to individually
owe the IRS $100 un-
til the entire balance is
gone. In abuse cases,
this can make it difficult
or impossible for a vic-
tim to escape abuse.

To remove this chal-
lenge for victims of
domestic violence, the
IRS created Form 8857.
It allows a taxpayer
to seek relief from the
shared tax debt they
owe with their abuser
as a result of a joint tax
return. In some cases,
even more importantly,
when a taxpayer files
Form 8857, their priva-
cy becomes paramount.
Where Form 8857 has
been filed, the IRS will
not release the new
name (if applicable),
address, employer, tele-
phone or fax numbers,
or other information to
the other taxpayer listed
on the return or anyone
not on the return. This
can be an invaluable
tool for victims of do-
mestic violence who
flee their abusers who
need privacy in order to
remain safe.

The IRS seeks to
eliminate some of the
financial control an
abuser uses to keep his
or her victim from es-
caping abuse. In addi-
tion to Form 8857, there
are several important
tips and pointers for
victims of domestic vi-
olence who are seeking
to escape their abuser or
have recently left. Here
are but a few...

Abusers seek to
exert financial control
over a victim in order
to harm them or pre-
vent them from leaving.
They will often tell their
victim that he or she
must file a joint return
with them. This can
result in a victim of do-
mestic violence facing
a tax obligation he or
she owes with an abuser
which prevents him or
her from leaving. In re-
ality, federal law gives
every taxpayer, includ-
ing married taxpayers
and taxpayers with chil-
dren, the right to file a
separate return.

Federal law also
gives a victim of do-
mestic violence or any
taxpayer the right to see

and understand the en-
tire tax return, including
any supporting docu-
ments, before signing a
joint return. Federal law
also gives a taxpayer the
right to refuse to sign a
joint tax return. Federal
law gives a taxpayer the
right to request an au-
tomatic 6-month exten-
sion of time to file his
or her tax return. Feder-
al law gives a taxpayer
the right to get copies of
prior years’ tax returns
from the IRS. Federal
law gives a victim of
domestic violence the
right to request relief
from his or her spouse’s
tax liability. Federal law
gives a taxpayer the
right to obtain indepen-
dent legal advice. Any-
one who claims other-
wise is incorrect.

There are other tax
tools available for vic-
tims of domestic vio-
lence who are seeking
to leave abuse.

The Low Income

Taxpayer Clinic at Okla-
homa Indian Legal Ser-
vices and the American
Bar Association Section
of Taxation can provide
assistance for any eligi-
ble taxpayer, including
Native American tax-
payers and victims of
domestic violence. All
inquiries are entirely
confidential and can be
done by calling (405)
943-OILS or online at
www.oilsonline.org.
The IRS has Volun-
teer Income Tax Assis-
tance (VITA) sites na-
tionwide which can help
a victim of domestic
violence confidentially
and safely file his or her
taxes. The VITA pro-
gram can be accessed
at (800) 906-9887 or at
http://irs.treasury.gov/
freetaxprep/. The Tax-
payer Advocate Ser-
vice, located by calling
1-(877)-777-4778, can
also offer assistance to
intervene with the IRS
in case of economic

harm, administrative
delay, or impact to other
legal rights.

The National Do-
mestic Violence Ho-
tline offers a wealth of
valuable  information
for domestic violence
victims, including help
in determining if you
might be a victim of do-
mestic violence. They
can be reached at either
www.thehotline.org or
by calling 1-(800) 799-
7233.

This publication has
been prepared for gener-
al information purposes
only. The information
is not legal advice. Le-
gal advice is dependent
up the specific circum-
stances of each situa-
tion. Also, the law may
vary from state to state
or tribe. Information
contained in this pub-
lication cannot replace
the advice of competent
legal counsel.

Court Filings for January, 2016

CIVIL:

Housing Authority of the Seminole Nation v.

Marie DiDonna

Forcible Entry & Detainer

Housing Authority of the Seminole Nation v.

Eddie Tiger

Forcible Entry & Detainer

Housing Authority of the Seminole Nation v.

Michelle Coker

Forcible Entry & Detainer

Housing Authority of the Seminole Nation v.

Mysti G. Splawn

Forcible Entry & Detainer

Housing Authority of the Seminole Nation v.

Jessica Coody

Forcible Entry & Detainer

Housing Authority of the Seminole Nation v.

Denise Brown

Danielle Dawson v. Joshua Palmer

Forcible Entry & Detainer

In re: Isabella Womack by and

through Jeff Hobia

DIVORCE:

Shairai Smithee v. Rickey Smithee

CHILD SUPPORT:

Permanent Custody

Name Change

Tribal Child Support, ex rel. Lisa Lusty-Nelson v.
Establish Paternity & Child

Hokshena Marks

Support

Tribal Child Support, ex rel. Lindsey Larney v.
Establish Paternity & Child

Alejandro Gramajo

Support

PROTECTIVE ORDERS:

None filed this period.

JUVENILE:

2 guardianships involving minor children were filed.

CRIMINAL:

Seminole Nation v. Amin Ali Factor

Seminole Nation v. Iwana Lee Bowlegs

CASES HEARD:

Dissolution of Marriage

Disobedience to Lawful Order

of the Court
Violation of Protective Order

Unlawful Possession of Meth-

amphetimines

There were 4 court sessions held this period involving the following case

types:

Criminal - 5

Civil - 22

Domestic Violence - 2
Child Support - 35
Juvenile - 18

TOTAL CASES HEARD THIS PERIOD: 82
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Seminole High
School Scholar-
ships

Sgt. Bret Isenhower
Memorial Scholarship-
Pick up application in

Guidance Office, due
April 15, 2016.
Jerry Moreland

Memorial Scholarship-
must attend Seminole
State College, pick up
application in Guidance
Office. Deadline is April
15, 2016.

Seminole  Alumni
Scholarship- pick up
application in Guidance
Office.  Deadline is
April 15, 2016.

J.T. Moyer Scholar-
ship- pick up applica-
tion in Guidance Office.
Deadline is April 15,
2016.

Nikki Steinman
Memorial Scholarship-
must be a senior softball
player. Pick up applica-
tion is Guidance Office.
Deadline is April 15,
2016.

Blake Gowdy-Auld
Scholarship- pick up
application in Guidance
Office. Deadline is April
15, 2016.

Seminole Chamber
of Commerce Scholar-
ship- must be planning
to attend Seminole State
College. Pick up appli-
cation in Guidance Of-
fice. Deadline is April
15, 2016.

H. Cecil Sullivan
Leadership Scholar-
ship- must be planning
to attend Seminole State
College. Pick up appli-
cation in Guidance Of-
fice. Deadline is April
15, 2016.

PEO Scholarship- is
awarded to a senior girl.
Pick up application in
Guidance Office, due
April 15, 2016.

ORRC- awarded to
a senior planning to at-
tend a state university or
technical school. Pick
up application in Guid-
ance Office. Deadline is
April 15, 2016.

St. Anthony Shaw-
nee Hospital Volunteer
Auxiliary Scholarship-
must have an interest in
a health care profession.
Pick up application in
Guidance Office. Dead-
line is April 4, 2016.

Seminole  County
farm Bureau Scholar-
ship- open to any senior
whose parents are mem-
bers of Seminole Coun-
ty Farm Bureau. Pick
up application in Guid-
ance Office. Deadline is
April 1, 2016.

Society of  Pe-
troleum  Engineering
Scholarship- must be
pursuing a Petroleum
Engineering Degree or a
son or daughter of a cur-
rent SPE member and
enrolled in a math or

science program. Pick
up application in Guid-
ance Office. Deadline is
Aprill, 2016.

Institute for Re-
cruitment of

Teachers

Summer  Work-
shop - Each year, 25-30
Interns are selected by
the IRT to participate
in an intense four-week
Summer Workshop at
Phillips Academy. The
dates of the 2016 Sum-
mer Workshop are Mon-
day, June 27th through
Saturday, July 23rd.
During the summer, in-
terns and faculty spend
nine hours together each
weekday in seminar dis-
cussions and activities.
The syllabus consists
of traditional and cut-
ting-edge theory and
cultural criticism in the
disciplines of education,
the humanities, and so-
cial science designed to
introduce students to the
philosophical rigors as-
sociated with the kinds
of texts one encoun-
ters throughout gradu-
ate study. The summer
program also includes
lectures, writing con-
ferences, debates, films,
and presentations by na-
tionally known educa-
tors, artists, and poets.
Students also prepare
for the GRE and begin
work on their state-
ments of purpose.

In mid-July, the IRT
hosts its renowned an-
nual Recruiters’ Week-
end for all students
where over 60 graduate
school deans and admis-
sions  representatives
from IRT consortium
institutions are eager
to speak with potential
candidates about their
graduate programs. Our
2016 Recruiters’ Week-
end will be held on Fri-
day, July 15th, and Sat-
urday, July 16th.

Summer workshop
participants receive a
$1,200 stipend, travel
expenses (for those trav-
eling by plane or train),
and room and board.

Admission for the
summer workshop 1is
highly selective. If we
are unable to offer you
a place in the workshop,
you will still be consid-
ered automatically for
a place in the year-long
Associates Program.

Our 2016 Applica-
tion is now available!
Apply Now at: http://
irt.andover.edu/applica-
tion/

All application
components are due
by April 1st, 2016.

Please note that all
IRT alumni must submit
a new application with
all required materials by

the application deadline,
if they wish to re-apply
to IRT this year. There is
no abbreviated applica-
tion or admissions pro-
cess for IRT alumni.

Wilma Mankiller
Fellowship Pro-
gram for Tribal
Policy and Gover-

nance

For more than a de-
cade, NCAI’s Fellows
Program has provid-
ed the opportunity for
bright young Native
leaders to gain expe-
rience in policy advo-
cacy, applied research,
communications  and
development, and an ar-
ray of other aspects of
NCAI’s work to make
a difference in Indian
Country. This unique
11-month program has
served over 30 young
people, helping to pro-
vide young profession-
als with the tools and
networks to take the
next step into influential
careers in Indian Coun-
try advocacy in the gov-
ernment, business, pri-
vate, and civic sectors.
Fellows work on a wide
range of issues across
all of the organization’s
departments,  ranging
from telecommunica-
tions and juvenile jus-
tice to cultural property
protections and educa-
tion policy.

The NCAI Fellows
Program has evolved
significantly over the
past few years as the
profile of the fellowship
has grown. In addition
to a growing reputation
and exponential in-
crease in the number of
applicants, in 2011, the
NCALI Fellows Program
was renamed in honor
of Wilma Mankiller (the
first female chief of the
Cherokee Nation) and
her outstanding contri-
bution to Indian Coun-
try and tribal relations

with other sovereign
nations.
Selected fellows

will begin in June with
exceptions made for sig-
nificant circumstances.
NCALI reserves the right
to offer a second-year
fellowship to select
Fellows based on ex-
ceptional performance,
organizational need and
available funding.

Specific duties for
each intern or fellow
will vary, depending
on the nature of the
legislative issues being
addressed, the experi-
ence each brings to the
position, and the indi-
vidual working style of
the staff team they work
with. Fellows receive a
stipend to cover living
expenses while they
serve at NCAL

Please submit your

resume to JGomez@
ncai.org. For more in-
formation and/or to ap-
ply wvisit: http://www.
ncai.org/about-ncai/in-
ternships-fellowships.

If you have any
questions or would
like more information,
please contact Jamie
Gomez at JGomez@
ncai.org.

Applications  due
March 15 with deci-
sions made no later than
April 15.

U.S. Fish & Wild-
life Service (USF-
WS) Intern Pro-

gram

The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (US-
FWS) Intern Program,
in partnership with the
Student  Conservation
Association (SCA), is
recruiting five college
students for Natural Re-
sources Management,
Wildlife, Maintenance,
and Interpretation in-
ternships in  several
southeastern states this
summer. If you are a
college student or know
a college student who
may be interested in this
program, please apply.

Some of the posi-
tions require students
to have a vehicle, but
the SCA will provide a
generous travel stipend,
$150 weekly living al-
lowance, free housing,
and an AmeriCorps Ed-
ucation Award ($1,540
for school).

Deadline is
Wednesday, April 6,
2016.

If you’re interest-
ed in gaining hands-on
experience in Habitat
Management, Wildlife
Management,  Visitor
and Interpretive Ser-
vices, and other relat-
ed Natural Resource
Management positions,
please register for a
MySCA account here:
http://thesca.force.com/
members/NewRegistra-
tion.

Complete the ba-
sis application and the
Adult  (Intern/Corps)
portion. Please accept
the terms and submit
the application. You can
revisit the application at
any point to make up-
dates. When it asks for
the application fee pay-
ment, you do not need
to pay it. Scroll to the
bottom, click the “back”
button at the bottom,
save everything, and log
out.

Email recruiter Jeff
Chen at jchen@thes-
ca.org to let him know
which positions you are
interested in.

Students who apply
for this Internship Pro-
gram may also apply
for our other positions
throughout the country:

www.thesca.org/serve/
positions. You can find
this list of positions
within your MySCA ap-
plication portal as well.
Just log-in, click “Man-
age My Positions,” click
“Recommended Posi-
tions,” click “Search
Additional Positions,”
and click “Consider
Me” for any positions
you’re interested in and
qualified for.

Summer 2016 Uni-
versity Program at
Crazy Horse Me-

morial

The summer Pro-
gram of the Indian
University of North
America, iS a unique
partnership between the
Crazy Horse Memori-
al Foundation and the
University of South Da-
kota, will begin Satur-
day June 11, and end on
Sunday, August 7, 2016.
The Program offers the
same university courses
that are offered on the
main campus. Ideal ap-
plicants will possess the
maturity to participate
in a university program
with an intense aca-
demic component and
a structured residential
component.

The purposes of the
program are to 1) pro-
vide accepted students
freshman-level univer-
sity courses which will
transfer to any region-
ally accredited college
or university, students
complete one semester
of college during the
summer, 2) prepare stu-
dents for the rigors of
college by offering col-
lege preparatory cours-
es for students who
need them, 3) extend
accepted students paid
working internships at
the visitor complex, 4)
further fulfill the mis-
sion of the Crazy Horse
Memorial Foundation.

High School grad-
uates from across the
United States between
the ages of 17-21 who
have earned a cumula-
tive high school grade
point average of 2.5 or
above and have scored
at least a 21 on the ACT
or a 990 on the SAT is
eligible to attend. Pref-
erence is extended to
enrolled members of
federally  recognized
tribes; however, the
university is open to all
qualified students.

Admission require-
ments for the Summer
University Program of
The Indian Universi-
ty of North America,
a partnership between
crazy Horse Memorial
Foundation and the Uni-
versity of South Dakota.

Applicants must be
17-21 years of age when
program commences.

Applicants must
possess a high school
diploma (regular cur-
riculum) before the pro-
gram commences with a
cumulative grade point
average or equivalent of
2.5.

ACT or SAT scores
are required at the time
of application. The ACT
score for regular admis-
sion is 21; the SAT score
for regular admission is
990. ACT scores below
21 and SAT scores be-
low 990 may be con-
sidered for provisional
admittance.

Preference is ex-
tended to enrolled mem-
bers of federally recog-
nized tribes, however,
the university is open to
all qualified students.

Applicants must
possess a need for the
curriculum offered.

Completion of a
short essay, 250-500
words in length, on why
the applicant is interest-
ed in the program.

Applicants, if select-
ed, must complete an in
person or telephone in-
terview with the admis-
sions committee.

All applicants must
complete the admission
application and provide
accompanying  mate-
rials postmarked by
March 31, 2016. Appli-
cants chosen for admis-
sion must submit final
high school transcripts
by June 6, 2016. (SAT
or ACT scores must be
submitted with the ap-
plication).

For 2016, up to
thirty-two qualified stu-
dents and eight alter-
nates will be selected
by a selection commit-
tee comprised of repre-
sentatives from Crazy
Horse Memorial and the
University of South Da-
kota.

NCAT’s Internship

Program

An internship with
NCALI offers a unique
opportunity for young
leaders from through-
out Indian Country—as
well as for other young
leaders with an interest
in Native affairs, to be
on the front lines of leg-
islative action and pol-
icy development from
within the oldest, larg-
est, and most represen-
tative American Indian
and Alaska Native orga-
nization.

In order to ensure
opportunities for par-
ticipation by the wealth
of emerging young tal-
ent in Indian Country,
NCALI invites students
enrolled in institutions
of higher learning to ap-
ply for semester or sum-
mer-long  internships

continued on page 9
after tribal news
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I memoriam

Funeral services
for Andrew Clark were
held February 10, 2016
at Salt Creek Methodist
Church. Interment fol-
lowed at the Harjo Fam-
ily Cemetery. Rev. Paul
Fixico, Rev. Houston
Tiger and Rev. Dorsey
Nero officiated.

Andrew passed
away on February 7,
2016 surrounded by
family and friends at his
home in Holdenville.
He was 73.

Andrew was born
April 12, 1942 in Clare-
more to Amos and Nan-
cy (Tiger) Clark and was
brought up in the Hold-
enville area, where he
attended Pleasant Grove
Schools and graduated
from Moss High School
with the Class of 1960.
He worked for many
years as a machinist for
Fabsco in Sapulpa, until
he became disabled and
moved back to Holden-
ville in 1987.

He was an avid and
dedicated fan of OU
Football, and was very
actively involved in
his own favorite game:
horseshoes. He loved
playing with family

members just for the
fun of it, and in the real
game, he was a fierce
competitor. He was a
member since 1995 of
the Ten-n-us-see Horse-
shoe Club, and placed
2nd in the State Horse-
shoe Championship
Handicap 30-ft. class in
2004, and placed 3rd in
the same handicap 30-
ft. class in 2005. He was
a member of Seminole
Nation Eufaula Band
and a member of Sand
Creek Eufaula Baptist
Church. He was a vol-
unteer at Holdenville
Community Center until
his health finally made
him unable to help.

He was preceded
in death by his parents,
Amos and Nancy Clark;
a brother, James ‘Jim-
my’ Clark and a sister,
Mary Louise Chotkey.

Survivors  include
four daughters: Christy
Wahweah (Samuel) of
El Reno, Sandy Clark of
Tulsa, Kimberly Briones
(Pedro) of Wewoka, and
Katherine Brown (Chori
Rodriguez) of the home;
two  brothers, John
Clark (Martha) of Law-
rence KS, and Charles
Maylen of Wewoka; 17
grandchildren: Quinten,
Cameron, and Taryn

of El Reno, Monica,
Amanda, Alyssa, Mi-
riah, Ethan, Lucas, and
Jacob of Tulsa, Mason,
Kacie, Kaden, and Ken-
zi of Wewoka, Kaitlyn,
Nicolas, and Adriano, of
the home; six first cous-
ins: Charles Mitchell,
Mickey Queton, Roset-
ta Pebworth, Penny Kay
Dyer, Elsie ‘Tootsie’
Long, and Frances Ti-
ger; several nieces and
nephews, friends and
family, including the
mother of his daughters,
special friend Debbie
Clark. His family would
like to express grateful
appreciation to Faith
Hospice of Seminole for
their professional and
compassionate care.

Pallbearers were
Quinten Wahweah,
Cameron Wahweabh,
Mason Yahola, Keith
Maylen, Dewayne
Maylen, and Danny
Maylen. Honorary pall-
bearers were Marcie Ti-
ger, Mike Deer, Tommy
Ray Yargee, Glen Ish-
am, Chori Rodriguez,
Shane Pebworth, Wayne
Pebworth and Ray Dyer
Jr.

Services were under
direction of Fisher Fu-
neral Home of Holden-
ville.

IN THE MATTER OF:

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SEMINOLE NATION

By and Through Her Next Friend,

LouWanda Merriman,
To Change Her Name.

)
)
MELISSA JOE MERRIMAN-JOHNSON, )
)
)
)

FILED
INTHE
SEMINOLE NATION DISTRICT COURT
MAR 23 2016

» COURT CLERK
» DEPUTY

LINDA

Case No: CIV-2016-24

NOTICE OF FILING PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Take notice that Melissa Joe Merriman-Johnson, By and Through Her Next Friend,

LouWanda Merriman, has filed a Petition for Change of Name in this Court to change her name

from Melissa Joe Merriman-Johnson to that of Melissa Mae Merriman.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a hearing has been set on the 16th day of May,

2016 at 1:00 p.m. before Judge Phil Lujan at the District Court for the Seminole Nation, located

at the Mekusukey Mission, Seminole, Oklahoma. Any person may file a written protest in this

case prior to the date set for the hearing.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court this 23’“‘ day of .L/hww I

,2016.

(HQ Lhd;u ijl YL&(i/lj

Linda Stewart, Court Clerk

Federal Firearms Instructor Training

Joe Clay
Staff Writer
clayj@sno-nsn.gov

The Seminole Na-
tion Light Horseman
Chief Kent Dowell
attended the Feder-
al Firearms Instructor
Training Program at the
Federal Law Enforce-
ment Training Center in
Glynco, Ga . The FITP
is designed to provide
newly assigned firearms
instructors with a famil-
iarization of a variety
of firearms, to include
care and maintenance
and the skills necessary
to function as a law en-
forcement firearms in-
structor. The program

also introduces the new
instructors to teaching
techniques as well as
identifying and resolv-
ing shooting problems
and errors.

During the training
there are many types of
awards that were given
out. Dowell received the
Distinguished Weapons
expert and also placed
in the top S5-shooter
group. He also won
the Marksman Award
on pistol and expert on
Semi-Auto Rifle.

Dowell  competed
for these awards with
the Secret Service, De-
partment of Energy,

Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, Homeland
Security, Air Marshalls,
and Federal Emergency
Management ~ Agency
members.

The Seminole Na-
tion Light Horseman
of the past were known
for their marksmanship.
“The Seminole Nation
can be proud to know
that their Light Horse-
man were on board with
the top shooters,” Dow-
ell said.

Seminole  Nation
can be proud that their
Light Horseman were
on top of the board with
the top shooters.

Funeral services for
Wahilla Dawn Doon-
keen were Saturday
February 26, 2016 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church. Pastors Mc-
Mullin and Alvin Deer
officiated.

Wabhilla passed
away Feb. 21, 2016. She
was 62.

Wabhilla was born
January 10, 1954 to
Alfred Doonkeen and
Eula Narcomey Doon-
keen, fourth generation

decendant of Trail of
Tears.

Wahilla and Ronald
Pohleman were mar-
ried during his term in
Vietnam. She attended
Harding Junior High
and NW Classen. They
were blessed with two
children,  Chirstopher
(Micco) Pohlemann and
Tika Ramos. She lost
Ronald in 1993 and nev-
er remarried. Wahilla's
many accomplishments
in her life included star-
ing in several films as a
teenager; Seminole Na-
tion Princess; at age 13,
she traveled the country
with  world-renowned
Emmit Kelly the Clown,
in her Seminole costume
as his stage sidekick;
Seminole Secretary;
Councilwoman and Me-
kusukey Band Chief;
various employments
included Indian Clin-
ic, law offices, medical
hospitals; and raised
five grandchildren see-
ing them through grad-

uation from NW Clas-
sen. She loved sewing,
cooking and crafting.
She was eloquent and a
perfectionist in every-
thing. No one ever went
hungry around her. She
was protector and the
rock of the family, and
her wisdom and beauty
will be greatly missed.
She was preceded
in death by husband,
Ronald Pohlemann; one
brother, Connie Doon-
keen; and her father, Al-
fred Doonkeen.
Survivors  include
her children, Tika and
Micco; seven grand-
children, Frankie, Tony,
Alex, Victoria, Pricil-
la Ramose; Miccogee
and Kotcha Pohlemann,;
mother, Eula Doonkeen;
brothers, Kotcha and
Dana Doonkeen; sister,
Alfreda Woodward; her
great-grandchild,  Ai-
mee Ramos; and several
nieces and nephews.

Court Filings for Fehruary, 2016

CIVIL:

In re: Chaia Arredondo & Keenu Arredondo

by Reanna Lindsey

Name Change

RDnald Wallace v. Seminole Nation Gaming

Enterprise, et al.

Petition for Personal Injury

In re: Lexi Gene Bird by and through Ashley

Deere

Hansel Barnett v. Brittany McMillin

Name Change

Tammy L. Wheeler v. Thomas D. Vallejo, I11

Jeremy Lee Tebe v. James F. Smith

Permanent Custody

Temporary Custody

Housing Authority of the Seminole Nation v.

Lindsey King

Constance Stevens v. Annelle Haaziq

DIVORCE:

Paternity

Forcible Entry & Detainer

Grandparent Visitation

Alan W. Porter v. Sheila Wise Porter
Ashley Deere v. Cory Pearson

Lohoma Calvert v. Randy Calvert
Leslielee Keene v. Anthony Keene
Jeremy Bender v. Jenny Daniels Bender
Donita Harjo v. James Harjo

Dissolution of Marriage
Dissolution of Marriage
Dissolution of Marriage
Dissolution of Marriage
Dissolution of Marriage
Dissolution of Marriage

CHILD SUPPORT:
Tribal Child Support, ex rel. Jennifer Webb v.

Damion Gokey Establish Paternity & Child
Support

Tribal Child Support, ex rel. Amy Fixico v.

Jerald Fixico Number Change

PROTECTIVE ORDERS:
Lohoma Clavert v. Randy Calvert Protective Order
JUVENILE:

3 guardianships involving minor children were filed.

1 adoption was filed.

CRIMINAL:
None filed this period.

CASES HEARD:

There were 4 court sessions held this period involving the following case
types:

Criminal - 3

Civil - 22

Domestic Violence - 2

Child Support - 38

Juvenile - 13

TOTAL CASES HEARD THIS PERIOD: 78
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tribal news

seminole Nation Housing Authority and The
Native American Home Loan

HUD 184!

It is reported that
in rural areas of Amer-
ica, homeownership is
close to 72%. For Na-
tive Americans those
numbers were closer to
67% in 2010. (1) Native
American’s represented
90,000 homeless and/or
under-housed families
according to the U.S.
Commission on Civil
Rights, 2003 study. We
know as a community
and based on countless
studies when a family is

1 Housing Assistance
Council. 2012. Taking
Stock: Rural People,
Poverty and Housing

in the 21st Century, 4;
William Hawk. 2013.
“Expenditures of Urban
and Rural House—holds
in 2011, Beyond the
Numbers 2:5, 3.

stable in a home togeth-
er the likelihood of the
family staying function-
al and intact is greatly
increased.

The Housing Au-
thority of the Seminole
Nation is developing
programs to help sup-
port their citizens in
home ownership and
are working to develop
seamless programs for
homeownership to cre-
ate stability and growth
with our Nations Cit-
izens. One of the pro-
grams we are working
with is the HUD 184
Native American Home
loan.

The HUD 184 Na-
tive American Home
Loan is a program spe-
cifically designed to
assist Nationally Rec-
ognized Members of

Native American Tribes
to become home own-
ers. The Program is a
manually/human under-
written loan that looks at
each specific family and
persons circumstances
and evaluates their abil-
ity to support the home
independently.

The HUD 184
Home Loan is designed
to finance 97.75% of the
appraisal or purchase
price of a home. Mean-
ing a family is only re-
quired to place 2.25%
down (in addition to
closing cost.). The Loan
offers low Mortgage In-
surance rates in compar-
ison to FHA and Con-
ventional loans. The
loan allows for a family
to buy a home on trust
land, allotted land or
Fee Simple land.

The HUD 184 al-
lows for Native Ameri-
cans to build their own
home, buy a manufac-
tured or Modular home
or an existing home. It
also allows for rehab
work to be financed into
the home loan eliminat-
ing extra closing fees.

Some things for
families to consider to
qualify for the HUD
184 are to make sure
1) all judgments or tax
liens are paid, 2) all
collections (even medi-
cal) need to be paid, 3)
bankruptcies and fore-
closures must have been
closed a minimum of
two years prior to loan
approval.

There is not a min-
imum credit score re-
quirement for the HUD
184 Native American
Home Loan; but there
are other requirements
that need to be met to
show the family can

support home owner-
ship. Additional matters
to consider are a two
year history of employ-
ment and being able to
show a two year history
of rental payments.

The Housing Au-
thority of the Seminole
Nation is developing a
seamless process to as-
sist our citizens secure
homeownership and
want to start this pro-
cess with you. A Hous-
ing Forum will be held
in the Conference Room
at our main office locat-
ed at 101 S. Hitchite,
Wewoka, on April 14,
2016, at 6:00 PM. We
would like to extend an
invitation to all Tribal
Members to come and
listen to our speakers
who will discuss Sec-
tion 184 Home Loans,
Credit and Budgeting
and the Housing Au-
thority of the Seminole
Nation programs.

Please feel free to
contact The Housing
Authority of the Sem-
inole Nation with any
questions or comments
at 405-257-6604. You
may also contact Re-
becca Fincher-Wilber,
Mortgage Loan Origina-
tor to start the pre-qual-
ification process for
Native American Home
ownership at 405-416-
3944 or by visiting her
website at Rebecca.ban-
k2online.com

THE HUD 184 Na-
tive American Home
Loan
* Low Interest Rates
* Finances 97.75% of

the  appraisal/pur-

chase price

* Lower Down Pay-
ment

* No Minimum Credit

Score required
* A person reads your

loan application for

individual attention

Jared Robinson
Staff Writer
robinson.j@sno-nsn.gov

The Seminole Na-
tion Royalty and Prin-
cess Committee hosted
a benefit stomp dance
on February 13, 2016.

The Princesses had
just returned from Flor-
ida where they helped
assist the Florida Sem-
inole Princesses at the
Florida Seminole Tribal
Fair, helping with the
stomp dance, and was
invited to stay another
day to further assist and
help out.

Talking with Prin-
cess Committee event

SeminoleiNationiRoyaltylandiRrincessiCommittee;

coordinator, Tiffany Ah-
goom, this time of year
for the Princesses is one
of the busiest times of
year assisting and at-
tending all of the spring
powwows,  banquets,
and pageants.

Each year the Prin-
cesses are allotted one
big trip. With their trip
to Florida they used their
funding for their one al-
lotted trip. The purpose
of holding the bene-
fit stomp dance was in
hopes of raising enough
funds for the Princesses
to be able to travel and
attend the “Gatherings
of Nations.”

BenefitiStompibance

Seminole Nation Tribal Mem-

Seminole Nation tribal member Destanie Jacoway
signing her letter of intent to play softball at Semi-
nole State College.

Jared Robinson
Staff Writer
robinson.j@sno-nsn.gov

The Seminole Na-
tion ASAP program
held their G.O.N.A.
Camp Reunion on the
weekend of February 19
through the 21st at the
Seminole Best Western
Inn and Suites.

Saturday was sched-
uled full of activities for
participants and their

families including bead-
ing, arts and crafts, sto-
rytelling, making “Rites

of Passage Shields,”
family time, speakers
Reverend Chebon Ker-
nell and Ray Caesar,
along with an Elders
Panel and entertainment
provided by Brian Fre-
jo.
continued on next page
after national news

continued from page 7

(for which most institu-
tions will offer college
credit), with up to four
applicants selected for
each term. Please note,
a tribal affiliation is not
required to be approved
for an internship.
Please submit your
resume to JGomez@
ncai.org. For more in-
formation and/or to ap-
ply wvisit: http://www.
ncai.org/about-ncai/in-
ternships-fellowships.
If you have any

questions or  would
like more information,
please contact Jamie
Gomez at JGomez@
ncai.org.

Applications  will
be accepted until
March 31 with deci-
sions made no later than
April 30.

Seminole Nation of
Oklahoma Higher Ed
& Adult Ed Dept.

215 E. Evans
Seminole, OK 74868
(405) 257-7263

Clara Keawphalouk,
M.S.H.R.
keawphalouk.c@sno-
nsn.gov
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national

BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Copy Editor
The Seminole Tribune

TALLAHASSEE —
A year after he became
the first Seminole Trib-
al citizen to make the
Florida State Universi-
ty Seminoles football
team, Justin Motlow
took his trailblazing a
step further.

This season Motlow
saw his first game ac-
tion for FSU, which fin-
ished with a 10-3 record
and ranked No. 14 in the

country.

Motlow, who did
not play in any games
in 2014, made his debut
Sept. 5 in a 59-16 open-
ing day rout against
Texas State at Doak
Campbell Stadium in
Tallahassee.

“It felt amazing. It
hadn’t happened since
high school,” said Mot-
low, whose last action
in an official game was
in 2013 at Tampa Cath-
olic High School where
he racked up more than

Photo courtesy of Perrone Ford (Florida State Sports Information)

1,000 receiving yards
and helped lead the Cru-
saders to the state semi-
finals.

Motlow said he was
in the Texas State game
for just one play in a
blocking role at wide
receiver, but he did not
take the brief appear-
ance for granted.

“Another small
milestone was reached.
Now I'm on to the
next one. It finally hap-
pened,” Motlow said.

Making it into a

game was among Mot-
low’s goals this season.
Similar to 2014, he
spent most of the year
on the scout team fac-
ing Seminole defensive
starters in practice. He
said he improved a lot
this season and gained
a better grasp of the
team’s playbook.

Motlow also ap-
peared in one oth-
er game, a 52-13 win
against  Chattanooga
on Nov. 21 in FSU’s
home finale as the team
wrapped up its second
straight season without
a loss at Doak Camp-
bell. He saw action on
special teams for one
kickoff.

Motlow hopes to
earn more playing time
next season.

“That’s  ultimately
always the goal. We’ll
see what happens based
off the spring,” he said.

Because of reno-
vations to their home
stadium, FSU’s spring
game will be held April
9 at the Citrus Bowl in
Orlando.

If Motlow and oth-

er walk-ons around the
country need additional
inspiration, they only
have to look at the na-
tional championship
game in January when
Clemson wide receiv-
er Hunter Renfrow, a
former walk-on whose
5-foot-10,  175-pound
frame is similar to Mot-
low, caught two touch-
downs against Alabama.
“He’s good,” said
Motlow, who joined
FSU out of high school
as a preferred walk-
on. “That’s what I was
thinking that could be
the case; he was sort of
in the same scenario.”
FSU was not far off
from an undefeated reg-
ular season and a spot in
the playoffs. The Sem-
inoles no doubt would
have liked a mulligan
following a last-second
loss to Georgia Tech,
which only won three
games. In early Novem-
ber, the Seminoles and
Clemson were tied with
eight minutes left be-
fore the Tigers pulled in
front on their way to the
national title game.

FSU fell to Houston,
38-24, on New Year’s
Eve in the Peach Bowl.

As for the 2016 sea-
son, Motlow will enter
the campaign as a red-

shirt sophomore and
have three years of eli-
gibility left.

He expects the Sem-
inoles will be stronger.

“We played a lot of
young guys this year,”
said Motlow, who is in
the midst of changing
majors from business to
another field.

One caveat to the
2016 schedule for Mot-
low is a game Sept. 24
at the University of
South Florida in Tam-
pa. This season Motlow
was among the players
who did not travel to
away games in the reg-
ular season, so making
it onto the travel squad
would be another signif-
icant step, especially if
it includes a game in his
backyard.

“It would be amaz-
ing to be home in front
of all my family,” he
said.

continued from tribal news page 9

Spaker Rev. Chebon Kernell.

Rites of Passage Shields. Family!

Wil s “=
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inishing up ¢

oloring for arts & crafts.

SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS

Speaker Mr. Ray Caesar.
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Veteran’s Corner

by K. Galen Greenwalt, Director of Veterans Services Office
(North Community Building, Mekusukey Mission)

MARCH 2016

This column is an information source for all
veterans in the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma.
Please share this with those who have served in our
military forces, both past and present. Please feel
free to come by the Veterans Services Office during
the week, or give us a call at (405) 234-5242 to
ask questions or make an appointment. My email
address here at the office is greenwalt.g@sno-nsn.
gov and you are welcome to contact me by email.

WHO IS A VETERAN?

The question is asked many times, “Who ex-
actly is a veteran?” A veteran is anyone who has
served in the U.S. Armed Forces, both combat and
non-combat service. So, the question we ask is,
“Have you served in the military?” If the answer
is “yes,” then you are a veteran! Our office is here
to help you.

MOU CEREMONIAL SIGNING HELD LAST
MONTH FOR VA HOME LOAN GUARANTY

The ceremonial signing of the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) with the Department of
VA and Seminole Nation leadership was held at
the Reynolds Wellness and Community Center in
Seminole last month on Friday, February 5. This
document provides for Native American Veterans
and their spouses to have the opportunity to use
their VA home loan guaranty benefit on Federal
trust land. For more information, contact the Sem-
inole Nation Housing Authority or our office for
explanation and assistance.

SEMINOLE HONOR GUARD IN IRA HAYES
IWO JIMA PARADE IN SACATON, ARIZO-
NA

The Honor Guard of the Seminole Nation of
Oklahoma was asked to be an entry in the annual
parade honoring the memory of Ira Hayes, one of
the six who raised the flag on Mt. Suribachi on the
island of Iwo Jima during WWII. There were over
140 entries in this special parade, which highlight-
ed the service of veterans of every branch.

SEMINOLE NATION VETERANS MEMORI-
AL CEMETERY

All veterans are reminded that a free burial at
the Seminole Nation Veterans Memorial Cemetery
is a benefit to all who have this need. Contact our
office to get more information.

NEW VAN FOR VETERANS AFFAIRS OF-
FICE

SEMINOLE

ON OF OKLAHOMA

A new 2016 Chevrolet 12-passenger van has
been received in the middle of December 2015 for
the use of the Veterans Affairs office. It just recent-
ly had the decals and lettering added for identifica-
tion. This van will be used to transport veterans to
VA hospital appointments, sign-up for VA health-
care, trips to special events, assistance for parades

in which the Honor Guard has been asked to par-
ticipate, and also for general use for transportation
to the Tribal Complex and other official capacities
of the Veterans Affairs Office.

VETERANS AFFAIRS
WORK

In the past months, Director Galen Greenwalt
has been busy with assisting veterans with filing
paperwork to obtain copies of discharge papers
(DD-214s), gathering documentation for those
filing disability appeals, giving rides to various
veterans with doctor and clinic appointments in|
Oklahoma City, taking several veterans to the VA|
hospital enrollment office to sign up for VA Health-
care, answering phone calls from those needing
educational benefit information, and handing out
copies of the Veterans Benefit booklet. In addi-
tion, Director Greenwalt and the Cemetery Sexton,
Tommy Hawkins, met with the Director of the Ft.
Gibson National Veterans Cemetery, to gather tips
and helps from officials from another veteran cem-

etery.

DEPARTMENT AT

VIETNAM WAR COMMEMORATIVE PART-
NER PROGRAM

The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma Veterans
Affairs Department has joined with other groups
across the country to be a Commemorative Partner
with the Vietnam War 50th Anniversary Program.
We will begin to plan events and activities that will
recognize Vietnam Veterans and their families’ ser-
vice, valor and sacrifice. It will also be a time to
pay tribute to the contributions made on the home
front by many here in the U.S. during the Vietnam
Era.

ROLLING THUNDER EVENT THIS COM-
ING MAY 2016

Our Seminole Nation has been given the honor
of being asked to host the Kick-Off Event in Okla-
homa for “Rolling Thunder” chapters who will
ride through our state next May. This event here
will be held on Friday-Saturday, May 13-14, 2016.
Rolling Thunder is an advocacy group , mainly!
made up of motorcycle enthusiasts who are veter-
ans. Their main project is an annual group ride
called the “Freedom Ride,” which is a motorcy-
cle rally to the Vietnam Wall in Washington DC on
Memorial Day. This will be a special time for the
Seminole Nation veterans and friends to come for
a great veterans’ event. More information will be
published soon.

REMINDER: “SILENT WARRIORS” GROUP|
MEETINGS

All veterans are encouraged to be a part of our
“Silent Warriors” group meetings which are twice
a month. The meetings are held on the first and
third Tuesdays of each month, starting at 5 pm. It
is a time for veterans of all time frames, combat
and non-combat, to talk, listen and share in a re-
laxed atmosphere of camaraderie and discussion
of common experiences concerning military life.
All those who have prior military service are wel-
come! Call our office if you need more informa-
tion or have any questions. In addition, a unique
Female Veterans Group Session is being held on|
the third Thursday of each month, being held at the
Grisso Mansion on Hwy 9 in Seminole.

VETERANS BENEFITS BOOKLET

The Veterans Office here has acquired copies
of the booklet entitled Know Your Benefits: Fed-
eral Benefits for Veterans, Dependents and Survi-
vors, latest edition. They are available FREE to
anyone who would like a copy. Many have already
called our office and been given a copy.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ASSIS-
TANCE

For more information or conversation about
any VA issues, please contact us here at the Veter-
ans Services Office at (405) 234-5242 or my cell
number at (951) 533-1407.




Mekusukey Mission Gym
Seminole, Okla.

Concession will be available

Vehicles:
Too many to list
Collectibles:

Avon

Depression Glass

Milk Glass
Royal Red Glass
Ruby Red Glass
Ruby Red Cut Glass
Dolls - (Shirley Temple &
Paradise Gallery) & more
Furniture:

Curio Cabinet(s)
Mirrors
Dresser(s) & more
Misc:
Commercial Sewing
Machines & more

Taore
\ on the Wor]d
Porcelaip, Dolls)

Items are sold "AS IS WHERE IS",
with all faults. Items may be viewed |ESS
the day of the auction. Payments are |2 .
to be made by cash or credit card by
i| the end of auction. All items are to be
removed within 3 business days of pay-
ment. Failure to remove item(s) within ||
the specified time will cause the items'
ownership to revert back to the Sem-
inole Nation and payment will not be
returned.

NO REFUNDS. ALL SALES ARE
FINAL.

| Any announcement day of auction su-
persedes and cancels all advertising.

*Not Responsible for Accidents®




